
Right Turns over the City of Right Turns over the City of 
AlamedaAlameda

Oakland AirportOakland Airport--Community Community 
Noise Management ForumNoise Management Forum

January 18, 2006January 18, 2006







Forum’s ProposalForum’s Proposal

To Raise the minimum turning To Raise the minimum turning 
altitude from 3,000 feet to 4,000altitude from 3,000 feet to 4,000--
5,000 feet.5,000 feet.

To Base the turns on a single To Base the turns on a single 
prescribed geographic point (e.g., no prescribed geographic point (e.g., no 
turns until past Alameda Island, or turns until past Alameda Island, or 
no turns before reaching the Bay no turns before reaching the Bay 
Bridge.Bridge.



FAA ResponseFAA Response

Alameda NAS closure has no impact Alameda NAS closure has no impact 
on this procedure.on this procedure.
In practice, delay departure turns In practice, delay departure turns 
until leaving 3,000 feet.until leaving 3,000 feet.
Operational needs sometimes require Operational needs sometimes require 
earlier turns.earlier turns.
Any delays in turning OAK Any delays in turning OAK 
departures…would impact SFO departures…would impact SFO 
departures, safety, and aircraft departures, safety, and aircraft 
separation.separation.



FAA ResponseFAA Response

The probable shift in noise would The probable shift in noise would 
require significant environmental require significant environmental 
reviews.reviews.
In conclusion, the FAA was unable to In conclusion, the FAA was unable to 
grant proposed change in procedure.grant proposed change in procedure.
Can technology help?Can technology help?
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May 2001*May 2001* May 2005May 2005

Total departuresTotal departures % of total % of total RwyRwy 29 29 
jet departuresjet departures

Total departures / Total departures / 
(change)(change)

% of total % of total RwyRwy 29 29 
jet departuresjet departures

Runway 29 DeparturesRunway 29 Departures 6,2976,297 100%100% 7,337 / (+1,040)7,337 / (+1,040) 100%100%

Over AlamedaOver Alameda 508508 8.1% 760 / (+252)760 / (+252) 10.4%

Over Alameda below Over Alameda below 
3,000 feet3,000 feet 8686 1.4% 114 / (+28)114 / (+28) 1.6%

AverageAverage
Altitude (ft)Altitude (ft)

3,698 3,795 / (+97)

Over AlamedaOver Alameda % of departures % of departures 
over Alamedaover Alameda Over AlamedaOver Alameda % of departures % of departures 

over Alamedaover Alameda

508508 100%100% 760760 100%100%

<2500<2500 2727 5.3%5.3% 1919 2.5%2.5%

25012501--26002600 88 1.6%1.6% 99 1.2%1.2%

26012601--27002700 1313 2.5%2.5% 1616 2.1%2.1%

27012701--28002800 1212 2.3%2.3% 2424 3.2%3.2%

28012801--29002900 1515 2.9%2.9% 1919 2.5%2.5%

29012901--30003000 1515 2.9%2.9% 2727 3.6%3.6%

>3000>3000 418 82.2% 646 85.0%

* Note: Some radar data was missing* Note: Some radar data was missing
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